
Common Lane, Wilmington Petition

To: Dartford Joint Transportation Board 7th March 2017

By: David Joyner. West Kent Transportation & Development Planning 
Manger

Classification: For Information

Ward: Wilmington  

Summary:

 Kent County Council has received a petition with 1,061 signatures requesting the 
implementation of a number of engineering and signing measures on Common Lane, 
Wilmington to address road safety issues.

This Board is requested to note the work completed to date and the work in hand to address 
the concerns of the petitioners.            

1.0 Introduction & Background

1.1 The petition states: We the undersigned petition the council to: STOP buses driving 
illegally on the single pavement on Common Lane, Wilmington, Kent, endangering our 
children’s lives.  Put in place a permanent 5 tonne weight restriction on Common Lane, 
removing dangerous lorries from the direct vicinity of over 3200 children, who travel to 
and from their school using a single narrow access route - Common Lane. Introduce a 
number of safety measures be placed immediately on Common Lane to protect over 
3200 young and vulnerable children who already commute daily: 20mph Safety Zone, 
SLOW signs painted in the road, Visual Activity Signs, School awareness signage to be 
increased and made clearer (there are 4 schools on Common Lane and the current 
signage is ineffective!), A table top to be installed at PROW 118, Parent parking zones.  
We want to protect our children BEFORE MORE EXPANSION and not after. This petition 
calls on KCC to recognise these unsafe practices now. The village is already buckling 
under the strain of school traffic and buses and further intake cannot be allowed 
without the above safety measures addressed. We have over 3200 children already in 
direct danger every day. The community want to prevent a tragedy before it's too late. 
Make Wilmington a safer place and sign this petition!

1.2 The Council acknowledges the safety and highways congestion issues in proximity to 
the Wilmington Schools and has been working with the local schools, Dartford Borough 
Council, Wilmington Safer Streets and the Wilmington Heritage Society to progress 
schemes to help address the current issues along Common Lane as well as to 
accommodate the proposed expansions of the Wilmington Grammar School for Girls 
(WGSG) and the Wilmington Academy (WA).



2.0 Measures introduced 

 Dartford Borough Council have extended parking restrictions in the vicinity of the 
Academy and the Wilmington Grammar School for Boys and have been undertaking 
additional enforcement.

 Wilmington Academy and Grammar School for Girls have completed works to cut 
back overhanging vegetation which had been contributing to large vehicles 
overrunning the footway.  The Wilmington schools have also been participating in a 
scheme to pilot Kent County Council’s Responsible Parking initiative which has 
recently been extended to include secondary schools.

 Kent County Council has extended and relocated guard railings outside of the exit 
from the Academy to discourage anti-social parking.  Carriageway lining has been 
refreshed.

3.0 Next Steps

 Design work is in hand on an additional zebra crossing funded by local Member Anne 
Allen in the vicinity of Wilmington Primary School.

 A Traffic Regulation Order for a 20 mph speed limit has been advertised.  Subject to 
objections, this scheme will be implemented.

 A Traffic Regulation Order for a 7.5 tonne weight limit has been advertised.  Subject 
to objections, this scheme will be implemented.

3.1 In the longer term, the proposed expansions of the Wilmington Grammar School for 
Girls and the Wilmington Academy offer the potential for further improvements to 
Common Lane and local roads and pedestrian routes in order to mitigate their impact.  
When submitted by the Applicant, these matters will be considered by the County 
Council’s Planning Applications Committee, following further consultation, as part of 
the planning process.  KCC Highways, in its role as statutory consultee, currently has a 
holding objection in place to the applications for permanent accommodation to 
facilitate expansions of both the Girls Grammar School and Wilmington Academy, 
pending further investigation of the mitigation measures identified in the 
consideration of the application for temporary accommodation at the Academy (which 
was considered by KCC Planning Applications Committee on 14 September 2016).

3.2 The temporary expansion of the Academy was subsequently granted planning 
permission on the 21 December 2016, following receipt by the County Council of a 
letter from the Academy and the Grammar School for Boys agreeing to the 
introduction of a new footway across school land to the west of Common Lane.  
Planning permission was granted subject to the following measures:



 A reduction in the number of temporary classrooms from 6 to 3 to limit the potential 
for further ‘organic’ growth.

 Provision of a new footpath link from footpath DR118A in the vicinity of Tredegar 
Road to the Academy site to enable a ‘safer’ pedestrian route to be created away 
from Common Lane.

 The widening of the footway on Common Lane between Parsons Lane and footpath 
DR118A up to the boundary wall.  This will also enable visibility for pedestrians 
crossing Common Lane towards footpath DR118A to be improved.

 The resurfacing of footpath DR118A.
 Provision of two additional dedicated bus bays within the Academy grounds to 

separate car and bus drop off to separate car and bus drop off facilities.
 An update of the Academy School Travel Plan to actively promote sustainable and 

safer travel including working with the local and school bus operators to better 
manage and co-ordinate bus movements, to actively discourage inappropriate 
parking, the management by staff of students at peak times at the zebra crossing 
adjacent to the exit from the Academy and a commitment to permit parents to use 
on-site drop off facilities during both the morning and afternoon peaks.

4.0 Recommendations

4.1 This Board is requested to note the work completed to date and the work in hand to 
address the concerns of the petitioners.            

Future Meeting if applicable: Date: 25 January 2017

Contact Officer: David Joyner, Transport & Development Manager, West Kent 

Reporting to: Tim Read, Head of Transportation 


